The meeting was attended by Directors Jagadish Kayiyappa, Ron Rogers,

> Chuck Olsefsky, Mike Garland, and Bob Tarn, and by Trustee John Guarrera.

> Mike Garland, Secretary/Treasurer, served as meeting chairman.

> 

> The following items were discussed:

> 

> 1) Lloyd Higginbotham Correspondence dated 10/4/2002.  

> 

> John Guarrera stipulated that Lloyd was mistaken that our organization

> does not have a current officer.  Mike Garland is the Secretary/Treasurer

> of our council, and is authorized to call and chair a meeting of the

> board.  The board must file an updated report of officers, as soon as

> possible, with the California Secretary of State.  Bob Tarn mentioned how

> little credit Lloyd has gotten for all of the hard work he has done to

> reconstitute this council, establish its present set of by-laws, operate

> it for the last 10? years, and continue to lead a hugely successful

> recognition event.  John Guarrera recommended that we find appropriate way

> of recognizing Lloyd with a special award at our next banquet, to which

> the board wholeheartedly agrees.

> 

> 2) Mike Garland posed the following choices to the board:

> 

> a) Where are we going?  We must decide if this council will continue from

> this day forward.  The board agreed that we should continue to operate,

> and must therefore plan and conduct the Engineering Week in America

> banquet for next February.

> 

> b) Will we follow the letter of the by-laws in our operations?  We must

> review the by-laws to determine if they truly meet the future needs of

> this council.  John Guarrera offered to take a look at the by-laws and

> recommend changes that are needed.

> 

> c) Are we capable of planning and conducting a successful recognition

> banquet?  There are many things associated with the banquet that we do not

> know about.  Who is capable of communicating with the Secretary of Defense

> (Rumsfeld) regarding his possible attendance?  Who will communicate with

> Yeager?  John Guarrera offered to assist with these communications by

> calling these people.  Bob Tarn said that as Webmaster, he is ready to

> distribute the e-mail nomination solicitation package to the council's

> email distribution list of 680 people.

> 

> 3) Mike discussed our need for storage facilities for council records and

> recognition item materials.  A cost of $95/mo (month-to-month) is

> anticipated for a 5x10 storage unit.  Mike will visit Lloyd to get an

> estimate of the amount of material that we will need to transfer to

> storage.  Beyond that, we will need a separate area to use for several

> weeks prior to the banquet for award assembly.  Bob Tarn offered his

> garage in Agoura Hills.  The consensus was to decide where to do award

> assembly at a later date.

> 

> 4) Banquet planning.  Mike wants us to develop a checklist of things that

> need to be done to conduct the event, which everyone agreed would be a

> good thing to do.  Mike will contact the hotel to get the status of our

> requirements to the hotel, and to find out if any rooms for guests are

> available at a reduced rate.  Bob Tarn will contact Terry Kleintop

> (Lockheed) to request support with the A/V system again, and will confirm

> Boeing photographic support.  John suggested that we try to recruit Lloyd

> Higginbotham to serve as the VIP Reception Executive Host, but that we

> need to provide support to him for the purpose of coordinating the picture

> taking session.

> 

> 5) Banquet Keynote Speaker.  John suggested that too much energy is

> expended in trying to get high level government officials to attend, with

> dubious results.  John recommended that the board wait to see which

> individuals are nominated for Engineer of the Year, and hope to make a

> selection of a good speaker from that group.  The board agreed that this

> is a good plan.

> 

> 6) Future meeting location.  John expressed his regret that the parking

> lot construction at CSUN makes it impossible to host the board meetings

> there.  A suggestion was made to hold the meetings at a local restaurant,

> and to provide a modest meal to the directors in attendance.  This

> received a sound consensus from the members.  Several suggestions were

> made, such as a local Dennies restaurant.  Bob Tarn suggested meeting at

> the Valley Inn (4557 Sherman Oaks Avenue, Sherman Oaks); in operation

> since the early '40's, very quiet, centrally located near the intersection

> of the 101 & 405 freeways, and has a private meeting room available on the

> Monday nights that we need.

> 

> 7) Election of President.  Chuck Olsefsky nominated Bob Tarn to serve the

> unexpired term of President, vacated recently by Lloyd Higginbotham, who

> resigned for health reasons.  The nomination was seconded by John Guarrera

> and unanimously approved by the board.  Bob Tarn accepted the election,

> noting how honored he will be to serve with such a fine team.  Bob

> discussed some conditions on his acceptance: 1) The board must purchase a

> D&O insurance policy, if one can be obtained at reasonable cost.  Bob had

> a rough estimate of $2000, which all agreed would be too much; 2) Bob will

> refuse to accept a stipend of any amount; 3) Bob requested that he be

> appointed to lead a delegation to represent the SFVEC at the upcoming

> 10/21/2002 LACES board meeting for the purpose of fact-finding, with the

> possible goal of re-establishing a mutual relationship between the SFVEC

> and LACES.  The board agreed to accept this conditions, and Bob accepted

> Mike Garland's offer to join him on the delegation to LACES.

> _________

