Minutes of the Meeting of the 

San Fernando Valley Engineer’s Council 

Board of Directors

Lamplighter Family Restaurant, Chatsworth, California.

Monday, September 8th, 2003

The meeting was attended by:

Bob Tarn, Mike Garland, Charles Volk, Ray Straub, Chuck Olsefsky, and Larry Dalton.

The President, Bob Tarn, called the meeting to order at 6:19 pm.

The Agenda for the meeting was brought up for discussion, and was accepted as ammended with the addition of the proposed Student Luncheon (June, 2004) under the Charitable Giving Committee topic.

The submission of the minutes of the June 2nd meeting, and the August 5th meeting of the San Fernando Valley Engineer’s Council Board of Directors were tabled until the next meeting due to lack of appropriate hard copies of the minutes.

The Treasurer’s Report was distributed by Mike Garland, and discussion was called for. Larry Dalton asked about the $250.00 scholarship grant, and asked the Treasurer if the amount had been set aside in appropriation for the disbursement. Mike Garland explained to all that the amount was part of the “Scholarships” account of the Discretionary Funds section of the budget. All noted that the $250 was available for the grant to the recipient of the science and engineering scholarship at Van Nuys High School, to be awarded on September 24th. Otherwise, the Treasurer’s report was accepted as submitted. Motion to approve: Charles Volk, Seconded by Larry Dalton, carried unanimously.  Mike also reviewed contributions to the Higginbotham Scholarship Endowment Fund at CSUN.  Several members have made contributions of $100, some of which will be matched by corporate matching gift programs.

Correspondence:

Mike Garland passed around for review of all Board members the correspondence from the preceding month. The items were: a thank you letter from Judy C. Knudsen at the CSUN Foundation regarding the Engineer’s Council gift of $3000 to the Lloyd & Mary Higginbotham Scholarship Fund, a thank you letter for the Engineer’s Council donation to “Special Awards” from Dean Gilbert, President of the Los Angeles County Science Fair Committee,  a thank you letter from 

Rachel Livingston, Awards Chairperson at William Howard Taft High School for the scholarship grant award to Karan Ramchandani, presented by Mike Garland, and a thank you card from Tara Goldberg, the scholarship grant recipient at Canoga Park High School.

At this time, Mike Garland also distributed revised copies of the contact list for the San Fernando Valley Engineer’s Council, as well as a standing committee listing, and a copy of the by-laws of the council.

Affiliation Activities:

· The status of our by-laws with respect to the allowable number of directors was discussed.  Presently, the limit is 20.  The board agreed that 20 directors is large enough, and that we should request existing permanent members of the board who cannot actively participate to accept honorary positions on the council in order to make room for new board members.  Bob Tarn took the action to ask John Guarrera for assistance in revising our by-laws to create an honorary member of the board position, and to communicate with existing inactive trustees to ask that they accept this position.  

· Patrick Berbon was elected director-at-large, representing the local chapter of the ASM.

· Bob reported on his attendance at the July 21 meeting of LACES.  Bob is keeping them informed of our activities, and they are considering attending our EWeek banquet this year.

· EWeek Joint Technical Symposium was discussed.  The IEEE, SME, and AIAA sections have expressed interest in participating, and have appointed session chairs to represent them.  Bob Tarn asked for the formation of an ad-hoc committee to include these session chairs, chartered to explore the feasibility of the symposium.  Dr. Charles Volk agreed to accept the position of EWeek Joint Technical Symposium Committee Chairman.

Standing Committees:

Communications Committee Report:

Ray Straub gave a brief update on the activities of the Committee, detailing their continuing efforts. He informed the Board that he had taken the production class at the Time Warner cable broadcasting facility, and was in the process of preparing a proposal for their review regarding the taping of a half hour segment featuring the San Fernando Valley Engineer’s Council.  Bob Tarn took the action to get a point of contact for Ray with the Boeing Rocketdyne Eweek Science Discovery Fair program, which brings over 1000 students to the Boeing Canoga Park auditorium for science demonstrations.  Potentially, these could be filmed and used as production material.

Charitable Giving Committee:

· Larry Dalton has found a suitable recipient from Van Nuys High School for a SFVEC Scholarship Award, and will provide information about the candidate at a future meeting.  A question was asked about payment of the scholarship award.  The SFVEC prefers to make the payment to the school scholarship fund, to be administered to the recipient.  This is important for accountability considerations, and helps us demonstrate that our expenditures for charitable and/or educational causes.

· Bob reviewed the draft letter to solicit funds for the Lloyd Higginbotham Scholarship Endowment Fund at CSUN, and the attached pledge form.  Several suggestions were made which Bob will incorporate.

· Corporate participation in the Student Awards Luncheon was discussed. 

Banquet Committee

Bob reported that Joe Engle has declined, due to his ongoing work with the Return to Flight Committee for the Space Shuttle Program.  Alternative suggestions for a keynote speaker were discussed, including Pete Aldridge, an Iraq War Pilot, Paul McCreedy, Burt Rutan, someone with Homeland Security, and someone on Modern Warfighting Technologies.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ray F. Straub, CMfgT, SME

Secretary, 2003

San Fernando Valley Engineer’s Council

12/7/2003
