The Engineers’ Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

The Valley Inn, Sherman Oaks

Monday, September 25, 2006
The meeting was attended by Bob Tarn, Chuck Olsefsky, Ken Futernick, Charles Volk, Lisa Bergovoy, Mike Garland, Gerry Kraim, Patrick Berbon, George Ortega, Bill Johnson, Ron Rogers, and Steven Schroeder.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Patrick Berbon at approximately 6:30 PM.
Minutes of Previous Board Meeting

Minutes of the July 5, 2006, meeting were approved as submitted by the Secretary.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s report was presented by Charles Volk, which was accepted for audit.  Since it was decided at the last meeting to shift the budget year to September-August, Charlie presented a budget summary for the “Stub Year” (May – August 2006), as well as a budget summary for the next budget year (September 2006 – August 2007).  Charlie also presented monthly treasury statements, including detailed transaction information, for the months of May – August, 2006.
Charlie reported that all Accounts Receivable had been received, with the exception of an open item in question regarding payment for one table.  The Board agreed that the single open item in question should be closed.

The Secretary provided the invoice for D&O Insurance, due November 8, to the Treasurer, for payment.  There was a brief discussion about the need for this insurance, after which there was no objection to the Treasurer continuing this insurance on behalf of the board.

Correspondence
· Bob Tarn reported receipt of a letter from the Orange County Engineering Council (OCEC), inviting an Engineers’ Council representative to a “Leaders Night” event on August 15, to help them formulate OCEC objectives, etc.  The invitation was received circa July 20, and Bob failed to mention it to anyone.
· Bob read from notes received from Trustees and Honorary Board Members in response to our annual contact information update request.  Letters were received from Cliff Terry, Charles Sanders, Robert Vaughn, and Roland Roggero.  Bob reported that he has heard from all but three:  Rick Ratcliffe, Walter Koehler, and Jim Ritchey.
Standing Committees

Charitable Giving
Mike Garland asked if the $1,000 scholarship to the CSUN Foundation had been paid, and Charlie Volk confirmed that it was paid in March.
Communications

Ken Futernick spelled out a 3-step communications blitz that he is planning for this coming award year.  First, he will get publicity on our pending call for nominations.  Second, he will announce our awardee list, once approved by the Honors & Awards Committee.  Third, he will follow up after the banquet with an article about the event.  The aims of this communication will be to enhance the sense of recognition for the awardees and the organizations involved in our event, and to recruit new organizations to our event.  Although our attendance and number of awards is about as much as we can accommodate, there was some discussion of the likelihood of reduced support by certain organizations in coming years.  Publications that Ken is targeting are the San Fernando Valley Business Journal, the Daily News, and the LA Times.  
Bob Tarn showed a copy of the North Valley Community News, which Ken said that he would look into.  

Gerry Kraim recommended asking for assistance from the CSUN Public Relations Department.
Bylaws

· The Board unanimously elected Mike Garland and Gerry Kraim as Directors-at-Large, representing the CSPE Southern Chapters Council.
· The Secretary read an appointment letter received from the chairs of the SME Los Angeles and Orange County Chapters, naming Bill J. Johnson to continue to represent them on our board.  The Board unanimously elected Bill Johnson as Director-at-Large, representing the SME Chapter 233 and Chapter 234.

· The Secretary read an appointment letter received from the chair of the ASM San Fernando Valley Chapter, naming Dr. Patrick Berbon to continue to represent them on our board.  The Board unanimously elected Patrick Berbon as Director-at-Large, representing the ASM San Fernando Valley Chapter.

Conference

Nothing to report.  

Honors & Awards

· Bob Tarn reported that Gen. Yeager has nominated Col. (ret.) Frank Borman to receive the Yeager Aeronautical Achievements Award.  The Board unanimously approved this nomination, and authorized Bob Tarn to write a letter of invitation/congratulations to Col. Borman.
· Bob Tarn read a note received this day from Trustee Bob Budica, recommending recognition of Anousheh Ansari, the first female “space tourist”, presently aboard the International Space Station.  Bob Budica indicated that he has a close relationship with Anousheh and her family, and has offered to facilitate her attendance at our event.  The Board enthusiastically accepted Bob’ offer, and requested that Bob help us determine what sort of recognition would be appropriate.  Bill Johnson pointed out that we must avoid the impression that anyone can purchase an award from our council.  We all agreed, however, we did not discuss whether one could not be rented.  ;>)
· Chuck Olsefsky passed around copies of his awards production “Work Statement”.  He reported that it is a start, and that additional detail is needed.  The council commended his work as a very good start, and encouraged him to continue to develop the document in preparation for the coming banquet.

· Bob Tarn suggested that with the recent growth in council active members, we might consider going back to the practice of assembling our awards.  Charlie reported that $3,000 is budgeted for awards assembly (vendor), thus there appears to be a considerable amount that could be saved if we had a crew of volunteers willing to do this work, estimated to require 2 full days.  Steven Schroeder and Ken Futernick volunteered to assist on this team, and Patrick Berbon volunteered to lead it.  All that is needed is 1 or 2 more volunteers!
· Bob Tarn reported that we have about enough torch medallions (Distinguished Awards) for the coming year, but that no more are available.  The manufacturer accidentally broke the mold, and does not plan to make a new one.  Bill Johnson suggested that we make a mold from one of the existing torch medallions, and cast our own.  Ken Futernick and Patrick Berbon offered to assist with this.  Possible furnaces might be available at CSUN, Patrick’s company, or Cerritos College (Terry Price).  Bob Tarn took the action to contact the manufacturer regarding permission to reproduce the design.
· Regarding the web site enhancements to facilitate the Honors & Awards processes, Bill Johnson suggested using the Google Writely collaboration tool.  Bill will call Lisa Bergovoy to discuss this further.
Banquet

Bob Tarn reported that Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne is planning to participate at a similar level as last year.
Good & Welfare
Bob Tarn thanked the committee for the condolences received on his father’s passing on July 24.
New Business

Bill Johnson passed around some information from a banner manufacturer, and led a discussion about what we desire in the way of a new banner.  He said that a 2x8 foot banner, without artwork (text only) would cost about $110.  We agreed that the primary purpose is to be prominently visible on the stage at the banquet, and should include our logo.  Bill Johnson said that he would consult with others to determine the required size.
The meeting was closed at approximately 8 PM.

Respectfully submitted by:

Robert B. Tarn, Trustee & Secretary
9/26/2006
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