The Engineers’ Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

The Valley Inn, Sherman Oaks

Tuesday, September 25, 2007
The meeting was attended by Bob Tarn, Jerry Kraim, Ken Davis, Patrick Berbon, Bill Johnson, Mike Garland, Ray Straub, Ramin Roosta, and S.K. Ramesh.  Guests of the council were Brenda Bradford and Lori Golden, representing the Learning for Life program.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President Patrick Berbon at 6:07 PM.
Minutes of Previous Board Meeting

Minutes of the June 26, 2007, meetings were approved.

Treasurer’s Report

· The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.
· Bob Tarn requested reimbursement for the expense of initiating and maintaining the council phone through the end of the current budget year, which is billed to his personal phone account.  This expense was approved, in the amount of $186.05.

Correspondence

· Updated letterhead is in the on-line library.
· Banquet “thank you” letters were sent to all of our VIP attendees, with pictures.
· A letter from the presiding officer of the IEEE/SFV, appointing Dr. S.K. Ramesh and Dr. Ramin Roosta as representatives of the IEEE/SFV to The Engineers’ Council.
· Thank you lettes from High School Scholarship recipient Anthony P. Bonilla.
· Thank you letter reply from Sam Iacobellis.
Board Membership

Dr. S.K. Ramesh and Dr. Ramin Roosta were unanimously elected Directors-at-Large, representing the IEEE/SFV.

Committees

Charitable Giving
· Ray Straub discussed his plans for next year’s High School Scholarship Program.
· Lori Golden described the opportunity to support high school mentoring at Monroe High School, which has initiated a School of Engineering and Design.  Louis Chepalier, the mentor at Monroe, is educated in biomedical and mechanical engineering.  Program needs are speakers and funding to support the formation of an Engineering Explorer Post.  The council voted to support the formation of an Engineering Explorer Post at Monroe High School with a grant of $400.  The funds should be sent to Brenda Bradford with Learning for Life.
Symposium
Ramin reviewed the status of the symposium.  There are 3 commitments for speakers so far, and he is planning to connect with UCI for additional participation.  By mid-November, he intends to have the symposium brochure ready for release.  He has appointed the IEEE Chair and S.K. Ramesh to the Symposium Committee.

Communications – no report

Honors & Awards

The board decided to award a Distinguished Engineering Achievement Award to William Watkins (NGIS).  This is to resolve the matter of the mistaken award notification letter that went to him.
Banquet

· Discussed potential keynote speakers.  Bob said that Paul is interested in getting a high-ranking Air Force officer, since the banquet is close to the 60th anniversary of the Air Force.  Ramesh said that he could approach CSUN grad Scott Horowitz.  Ramin can pursue Mike Griffin.
· Gen. Yeager does not have a nominee for the Yeager Award, but has invited us to suggest one.  Someone suggested Sally Ride.
· Patrick asked for names of banquet committee members.
The meeting was adjourned by President Patrick Berbon at 7:58 PM.
Respectfully submitted by:

Robert B. Tarn, Trustee & Secretary
10/30/2007
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